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COMMUNITY ADVISORY NETWORK MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2011
Keynote Speaker: Gina Sharps, RDH from the Department of Dental Practice & Rural Health, WVU School of Dentistry
“The Rotten Truth about Oral Health in West Virginia”
· Objectives:
· Gain an understanding of on-going efforts intended to improve oral health behaviors and knowledge of women and families throughout West Virginia. 
· Heighten attendee awareness as related to oral health advocacy and inspire attendees to become more active and use new resources as they become available. 
· Her talk included:
· Oral health facts as they pertain to women, children, and those on Medicaid 
· Health outcomes associated with poor oral health 
· How cavities form and their effects on overall health
· Outreach initiatives and research in West Virginia
· You can find her complete slide show presentation with audio as well as her bio featured on our NCoEWH website by clicking the link below http://www.wvhealthywomen.org/profAcademic/EventsSeminars.asp
Thanks Gina for a wonderful and informative presentation! 
NCoEWH Update
· Preston WOW Retreat June 2011
· 48 people in attendance 
· Partnered with Family Resource Network- Lilly Linda
· Seeking to do more with at- risk girls 
· Marion WOW Retreat July 2011
· 109 in attendance



· 2012 Retreats
· Mingo County @ Larry Joe Harless Community Center- May 2012
· Partnering with the Larry Joe Harless Center and Southern WV Community and Technical College
· Greenbrier County, Spring or early Fall 2012
· Partnership with the WV School of Osteopathic Medicine and the Greenbrier Valley Medical Center
· Presented at the United States Public Health Officers Scientific and Training Symposium in New Orleans
· Grant application has been submitted to help fund the Mingo Co. retreat; in the process of submitting for grant funding for the Greenbrier Co. retreat
· Participated in the States CDC Transformational Grant application effort 
· The NCoEWH is currently looking for ways to partner with other organizations across the state to expand efforts, deliver more Women on Wellness events, apply for grants, etc.
Information Sharing
· School of Nursing and NCoEWH are partnering to focus on women & their families at the Bartlett House in Morgantown, WV. If anyone is interested in partnering, please contact Susan Pinto at the WVU School of Nursing 304-293-1393 or spinto@hsc.wvu.edu 
· WV Perinatal Partnership is having its annual summit Dec. 1st & 2nd in Charleston, WV. The WV Perinatal Partnership has a new project that will help support comprehensive services for pregnant women with substance abuse problems.  The Drug Free Moms and Babies Project, funded through a collaborative effort between the Benedum Foundation and DHHR’s Bureau of Behavior Health and Health Facilities and the Office of Maternal, Child and Family Health will provide support for up to four pilot sites around the state.  A request for proposals has been released.  More information, including an application can be found at www.wvperinatal.org.
· This month, Planned Parenthood launched the “Put Prevention First” campaign in Monongalia and Marion counties. The “Put Prevention First” campaign in the spring of 2010. A movement has been building in Harrison, Kanawha and Wayne counties.  The movement is building in Monongalia and Marion now.
· They will be canvassing door-to-door in Fairmont on the following Sundays: Sept 18, Sept 25, Oct 9 and Oct 16, and are looking for volunteers to go door-to-door with us.  Pairs of volunteers will talk to registered voters who support women’s healthcare about the importance of increasing access to preventive care in WV, including birth control, STI testing and treatment, cancer screenings and medically accurate information about sexual and reproductive health.  Supporters with whom we speak will be given the opportunity to sign a Prevention First postcard, which we will then deliver to their state senator.  No canvassing experience is necessary, but volunteers must be committed to advocating for women’s health care.  We provide training, materials and snacks!
· We are also looking for volunteers in either Morgantown or Fairmont to host a small gathering of their friends to write handwritten letters to state senators and delegates.  We provide sample letters, background information and assistance.
· Anyone interested in either of these women’s health advocacy opportunities or in learning more about Planned Parenthood’s women’s health advocacy efforts in West Virginia, can contact Kira Miskimmin, West Virginia Public Affairs Coordinator for Planned Parenthood Health Systems, at 304-989-3820 or kira.miskimmin@pphsinc.org  
Please save the date!  This year Lobby Day for Women’s Lives will be part of Progressive West Virginia Lobby Day to be held on February 8, 2012.  If you are interested in learning more or if your organization is interested in cosponsoring, please contact kira.miskimmin@pphsinc.org  
· Right From the Start implemented a new Statewide, evidence based curricula, Partnering for a Healthy Baby.  RFTS staff and Regional Care Coordinators received training earlier this year at Florida State University and conducted training for all the Designated Care Coordinators in early summer.  
· Maternal, Child and Family Health and the WV Department of Education worked together to create a teen pregnancy prevention plan.  This plan includes strategies to request county approved curriculum that requires the teaching of comprehensive and medically accurate sexuality education and support for Health Educators to engage in ongoing professional development to build expertise and competence in the delivery of the content standards and objectives related to sexual health and behaviors.  
· The proposed ABLE Act allows for parents of children/adults with disabilities to set up a tax free account.  Monies in this account can be used to supplement, but not supplant a person's SSI income and pay for things like dental care, dentures, vision care, and glasses that are not covered under Medicaid on the person turns age 21.
The original bill was introduced in to the House by Rep. (R) Ander Creshaw from Florida, but has never been considered by Congress.  Advocates can contact his Washington, D.C. office directly by calling 202-225-2501.  His contact person on this issue is Ms. Jennifer Debes.
Should anyone want to review this bill, they may contact Mary Ellen Zeppuhar, Assistant Director for Pre-service Education, WVU Center of Excellence in Disabilities at 304-293-4692 or mzeppuhar@hsc.wvu.edu 

*The deadline for submission of resources, news articles, and information that you would like in our Women’s Wellness Quarterly Newsletter is Friday September 23, 2011.
*The next Community Advisory Network Meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday December 8, 2011! Mark your calendars! 
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